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CYCLONE SEROJA — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.17 am]: I take this opportunity to inform 
the house of the remarkable response of emergency services personnel to assist and support Western Australian 
communities impacted by tropical cyclone Seroja. I would like to add that these are volunteer and career emergency 
responders. Tropical cyclone Seroja posed the biggest threat to midwest coastal communities in 50 years. Influenced 
by a rare weather phenomenon, Seroja’s path hit coastal and inland communities hard, damaging homes, businesses 
and public infrastructure. I have travelled to the midwest with the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner 
and the state recovery controller to see firsthand the scale of damage and loss and thank emergency services who 
travelled from across the state and nation to help. We also heard from residents about how the cyclone has impacted 
their lives and how they will rebuild. They have shown great strength and resilience and I thank them all for sharing 
their stories. 
The extent of the devastation spans more than 130 000 square kilometres. In total, 1 521 structures have been 
damaged and, sadly, 96 buildings have been destroyed, including 48 homes. The journey to recovery for communities 
will take time. We appointed a state recovery controller early to coordinate the recovery efforts with affected local 
governments and the community. State government electricity and water relief packages are available for affected 
residents. State government financial assistance has also been activated including the commonwealth–state disaster 
recovery funding arrangements, which directly assists the affected local governments. This has been assisting local 
governments with clean-up on the ground and providing emergency assistance for individuals. 
I thank the commonwealth for its ongoing support, and acknowledge the visits by the Prime Minister and the 
Governor-General. I would also like to acknowledge the Lord Mayor of Perth who recently joined me in Kalbarri. 
The state is continuing to work with the commonwealth on a range of tailored packages that will support the recovery 
of affected regions and communities. The assistance measures were expanded on 19 May to include a community 
recovery support package for impacted local governments, which includes the clean-up and restoration of community, 
recreation and heritage infrastructure. Under the expanded program, five community recovery officers will work 
across the region to support the long-term recovery. The state recovery controller is working directly with the fund 
to determine activation of grants for the affected residents. 
I am sure that everyone in this house will join me in thanking all the volunteer and career emergency services 
responders, including the Australian Defence Force, the Western Australia Police Force, volunteers, local governments 
and government agencies who have been on the ground supporting affected communities. 
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